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Have a relaxing half term!
See you all on Monday 24th February
While I was at the bank last week, I picked up a copy of the Newbury weekly
news. One headline caught my attention. “West Berkshire, a good place to
be a girl”. West Berkshire has been ranked sixth best area to be a girl in the
UK. The charity conducting the survey, strives to advance children’s rights
and equality for girls all over the world. They assessed local authorities on educational attainment, child
poverty, child obesity, teenage conception rates, NEET status (not in education, employment or training)
status and disability-free life expectancy. It doesn’t mean there is no discrimination at all, but that we
are lucky enough to live somewhere where levels are lower than in many other places. There are also
good life opportunities here and it adds up to the fact that West Berkshire is a really great place to raise
a family.
Here at Purley School we are proud to be an inclusive school, open to all. Together we need to ensure
that our pupils make the most of the life chances on offer.

FOPS
Find us on Facebook
Purley Church of England Primary School
(@PurleyPrimarySchool)
Email: askfops@gmail.com
Quiz night – Fri 28th February 7 -10pm
You haven’t got long to get a team together and
send in your Quiz forms! Please ensure all teams
and forms have been handed in by the morning of
24th February. There are lots of entries already –
who will be the Quiz Champion of 2020?
Pamper & Prosecco Party - Wed 25th
March 7-11pm
Plans are well underway for the Pamper &
Prosecco Party with relaxation sessions,
therapists, beauty stalls & raffle prizes already
lined up! You should have received the forms in
book bags this week, so sign yourself up and look
forward to an evening of relaxation and a well
deserved rest!

Recycling
Please note that crisp packets are no longer being
recycled at the school, however if you still wanted
to recycle these, you can find recycling points
here https://www.terracycle.com/enGB/brigades/crisppacket
YEAR 1 WOODLAND
The Year 1 children in Badger Class will
restart their Woodland sessions on 24th
February until 23th March.
Reminder - Woodland School kit should
include:
•

•
•
•

Long sleeve t-shirt to cover their arms
(this will act as protection from the
brambles in the woods)
Fleece, Long trousers
Strong shoes or wellington boots
Waterproof trousers/tops

•

Hat, scarf, gloves if necessary

Mrs Hodsdon
BREAKFAST CLUB/NUTKIN CLUB

Don’t forget to book your child’s Breakfast/Nutkin
Clubs sessions for after half term if you haven’t
already done so. Some sessions do book up very
quickly so make sure you complete your bookings
promptly.
If you would like to book your child for the first
time, please register with Children Online Booking
(COB)
https://purley.childcare-online-booking.co.uk/
WORLD BOOK DAY

World Book Day this year is on
Thursday 5th March. To create a buzz
of excitement for reading we have
decided to have a dress up day where
the children can come to school
dressed up as their favourite book character.
Please ensure that they also bring a copy of the
book with their character in so that they can enjoy
reading it with their friends. Mrs Lyn-Jones

READ FOR GOOD READATHON

“Inspiring a child to read is one of
the greatest gifts you can give”

Julia Donaldson

At Purley, this year, we will be running a
sponsored readathon. The money raised will help
provide new books and story teller visits for our
nearest children’s hospital, as well as books for
our school. It will be launched at school on
Tuesday 3rd March and will run until Friday 20th
March.
In KS1, the children can get sponsorship for
reading 10 minutes a day and in KS2, 15 minutes
a day. It doesn’t matter what they read, it can be
recipes,
instructions,
blogs,
news,
comics…anything goes!

Please encourage your child to join us on our
reading adventure and motivate them to get
reading and raising money for others.
During that week, they will come home with their
bookmark and sponsor card.
RUNNING CLUB

Last Thursday, Purley Running Club visited
Downsway School for an inter school crosscountry race. We took 20 children from years 2-6
and the total distance was 3.5k. Each runner ran
with enthusiasm, resilience and demonstrated
strong determination.
Last year when we hosted the event, the
Downsway children were very strong runners and
I know some of ours felt a little deflated about
their positioning. However, I am pleased to say
this was not the case this time! A huge well done
to Olly C who came first overall. He came in so far
ahead of the others I hadn't even realised he had
finished! Louis Ho. was just pipped at the post for
the Year 6 second place, but did receive the
bronze medal. Sergio stormed through in first
place for the Year 5 children with Alfie C and
Davontay receiving silver and bronze respectively
for years 4 and below.
We will be hosting a return race during the next
half term. Let's hope we do as well again with that
one! Mrs Pickering

HEDGEHOG CLASS
In Maths, this week the children have
been getting to know 3D shapes by
comparing them with 2D shapes.
They built marble runs for the Spheres
to race through, and tested out which
shapes are best for building palaces and towers.
They found out that cylinders can still be used for
building, even though they have a curved edge, if
they stand up on their flat edge.
The children worked as a team to create a collage
of Jesus in the temple. Iris drew around Monty to
get the body shape, and everyone helped to
choose suitable fabrics for his clothes and body.
There will be no focus children on the first week
back to school. Mrs Burton
BADGER CLASS
On 11th February, it was e-safety day
and Badger class made personal
profiles about themselves. They
included lots of detail about their lives
and interests and then we discussed which bits of
information were safe to share on the internet and
which ones needed to be kept private.
In Music, we have been using the glockenspiels
and learning to maintain a steady beat and copy
a simple pattern.
In English, we have looked at how to use
dictionaries and how they help us with our
learning - finding definitions and correct spellings.
As part of our Maths learning, Y2 have been using
money and calculating totals and Y1 have been
practising number bonds and solving missing
number sentences.
Next term our topic is called "What's in the box?"
Please help your child to make a Memory Box - a
decorated box that they can fill with their favourite
memories. This could include photographs,
diaries, special objects, school items etc. Please
encourage your child to be prepared to talk about
and answer questions about their memory box
with their friends on the first day back in school.
Thank you for supporting them with their learning.

Mrs Lyn-Jones

OWL CLASS
Thank you to everyone who joined
me at Silchester on Saturday

morning. Thankfully Storm Ciara stayed away and
the sun shone down on us. It was lovely to see
the children engaging in Roman V Celt reenactments and bringing history to life. If you
couldn't make it, I would thoroughly recommend
a visit.
We are continuing with our Roman topic until at
the least the first week after half term; the
children are still so motivated to learn about it.
As previously mentioned, we will be holding a
Roman Day. This will take place on Wednesday
26th February. Children may come dressed in
Roman/Celt costumes but could I ask that no
swords and spears are brought into school. During
the day we will be creating mosaics, making
Roman necklaces and bread. We will be finishing
with a Roman Banquet. As you can see, it will be
a full on day, if anyone would like to join us for an
hour or two, an extra pair of hands would be very
much appreciated.
The children enjoyed a visit to Henley College on
Thursday morning, to see a drama production
performed by their students of Wind in the Willows
and Horrible Histories. Both performances were
very relevant for Owl Class, with the Greeks and
the Romans being the theme for the Horrible
Histories and we will be looking at Wind in The
Willows and Kenneth Graham next term. I am not
so sure the complimentary refreshment of dried
squid was appreciated by all the children! A big
thank you to Percy's mum for arranging the visit
and to FOPS for paying for the coach. The
experience was very enriching for their learning
Have a restful half term and don't forget to keep
up the reading and times tables practise.

Mrs Pickering

WOODPECKER CLASS
I was really proud of the year 6s this
week as they did some first timed
practice SATs papers in maths. They
all rose to the challenge and gave it
their very best effort. In English, the
whole class has been working really hard on some
inspirational writing to encourage a year 6 class to
be the best that it can be. The year 5s have
written to this year’s year 6, while the year 6s
have written to next year’s. They have thought
hard about all the values and attitudes a really
great year 6 class would like to be remembered
by, and used a range of features in their writing.
You might like to ask them about repetition, the
power of three and rhetorical questions.

In science, the children applied their knowledge of
permeability and impermeability to investigate a
range of different rocks and then used their
findings to answer some questions about which
rocks might best be suited to different purposes.

Delightful Diners: Lucy, Hannah, Freya, Cora,
Lukas R, Henry, Brayden, Lucas C

I am now off on my placement at Calcot Primary
School. I will very much miss Woodpecker Class,
but I know that they will flourish in the capable
hands of Mrs Voisey and I look forward to seeing
them after Easter. Mrs Jones

14/02/20

FOPS Valentine’s Cake Sale

14/02/20
17/02/20
21/02/20
24/02/20

End of Spring Term 1

28/02/20

FOPS Quiz

05/03/20

World Book Day

06/03/20

Class Photo

13/03/20

Talent Show

24/03/20

Choir (Y4-Y6) singing at the Anvil

25/03/20

FOPS Pamper Evening

We wish Mrs Jones all the best during her
placement where she will have the opportunity to
work in a very different setting, spreading the love
of Purley Primary School and maybe returning
with some new ideas for us to try. Mrs Fakes

STARS OF THE WEEK
Hedgehog Class
Star of the week: Lucy, for using a range of 3D
blocks to create a symmetrical cathedral
Friendship Star: Hannah for playing with new
friends
Paragon: Wilf
Superstar: Caleb, for making lots of new friends
and always trying his best
Badger Class
Star of the week: Jacob for trying so hard with
his phonics
Friendship Star: Lewis for being a good friend
to everyone
Paragon: Jax
Superstar: Lilly-May for shining in everything
she does.
Owl Class
Star of the week: Isaak for outstanding
engagement with our whole class reading text
and making good contributions to discussion
Friendship Star: Mason, for positive
engagement and interaction in group activities
both inside and outside of the classroom
Paragon: Sienna
Superstar: Ben for excellent engagement in
learning and enriching this with further research
at home.
Woodpecker Class
Star of the week: Jessica for her amazing
writing.
Friendship Star: Louis Ho for outstanding
kindness
Paragon: Elliott
Superstar: Tiana for never giving up

DIARY DATES

03/04/20
03/04/20
06/04/20
20/04/20
21/04/20

HALF TERM
Start of Spring Term 2

Owl Class Easter Production, St
Mary’s Church – parents invited (9.30
am)
End of Spring Term 2, 1.15 pm
EASTER BREAK
Start of Summer 1

30/04/20

Purley at the Palladium

08/05/20

Bank Holiday – VE Day

22/05/20
26/05/20
29/05/20
01/06/20
07/06/2012/06/20
22/06/2023/06/20

End of Summer 1
HALF TERM
Start of Summer 2
Year 6 Residential - Sealyham
Year 4/5 Camping Trip

17/07/20

Sports Week (incl Sports Day on
10/07
End of Academic Year, 1.15 pm

08/11/20

Thameside Fireworks

w/c 06/07/20

Reminders





Year 1: Woodland School starts on
Monday 24th February
Badger Class: bring memory boxes to
school on Monday 24th February
Owl Class: Dress up day on Wednesday
26th February.
Please do check Parentmail regularly. If you have any
problems with access, please speak to Mrs Ham.

As always, please remember our doors are open, should you wish to
discuss any concerns, ask questions or celebrate successes regarding
your children. You can contact me by phone on 0118 9842384 or email:
headteacher@purley.w-berks.sch.uk

Karen Fakes (Headteacher),
Learn to Love, love to Learn

Community Page

https://www.thinksmartsoftwareuk.com/ocr/schedule_view.php?c=57FCBB7CA71A2&p_id=10&t=gymnasticsbiz&set=yes

