Purley CE Primary School

Purley Village, Purley on Thames, RG8 8AF
Tel: 0118 984 2384, Email: office@purley.w-berks.sch.uk
website: www.purleyprimaryschool.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs K Fakes

Friday Bulletin
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8th November 2019
What a wonderful evening at the fireworks last Sunday.
Firstly, apologies if I didn’t recognise any of you at the gate, it was so dark! Thank you to everyone who
supported by attending the event and a special thank you for all the helpers who not only helped at the
event but spent many hours setting up and clearing away. The hard work of the FOPS committee ensured
a well organised evening and everyone at school will benefit from the money raised. If you haven’t visited
the back playground yet, please do so. The school paid for the resurfacing and FOPS paid for the play
equipment. The children think it’s fantastic!

FOPS
Find us on Facebook
Purley Church of England Primary School
(@PurleyPrimarySchool)
Fireworks
A massive thank you from the Thameside
Fireworks Fiesta Team! We hope you enjoyed the
spectacular annual fireworks display on Sunday
evening. For such a small school, we were once
again able to run a very successful and wellattended event. A lot of hard work went into
organising and running the event and we would
like to thank the army of helpers who worked
tirelessly to make it happen. It is impossible to
name everyone but huge thanks to all those who
helped, including many members of the local
community - whether it was selling tickets,
marshalling,
ferrying
equipment
around,
shopping, serving food and drink or setting up and
clearing away. We couldn’t have done it without
you.
A special thank you to Emma Cassidy, who isn’t
officially on the committee but was amazing and
did well beyond what is expected. We are still
finalising the figures so will update you on that
when we have them. As ever, the proceeds will be
used to benefit the children of our school, so thank
you all so much!

Playground Equipment
Well, the children were oh so excited to see the
new play equipment on Monday morning!
There were shouts of ‘Oh wow!’, ‘How cool!’, ‘This
is the best day ever!’ when they saw it - it was so
lovely to see!
Thanks to all of the parents and families who have
helped and supported FOPS over the years. The
money raised by you amazing parents has enabled
us to give the children this exciting new play
equipment, that they can enjoy for many years to
come! A HUGE thank you to Mrs Lees for all her
time & effort in pushing this through in the
strictest of timescales! You’ve been a star - we
really couldn’t have done it without you!

WOODLAND SCHOOL
We were glad to be back in the woods on
Monday. We noticed the changing leaves
and looked at how some leaves stay
green whilst others were changing colour
and falling to the ground. After a game of hide and
seek, we began our activities which included
skipping games, den building, digging for bricks,
searching for slugs and worms and climbing the
trees. Samuel was helped by Mrs Fisher to make
a den in a new position. After resting his log
against a tree, he discussed its safety before
changing it to a tree where the logs could rest in
the V shape of the branches - he spent the rest of
the session building it with Diyor's help, making a
cross using two sticks tied with string and
decorating it with more green string. When he
finished he told us that it was a church den...so
he invited all the children to visit the church.
Samuel became the vicar and led prayers. We
prayed for trees and animals. It was a lovely
reflective end to our session in the woods.

CHILDREN IN NEED
Children in Need Friday 15th November.
This year we will be supporting
this national fundraising event!
We would like to invite children to
come dressed in something yellow
and/or spotty. This need only be a hairband,
ribbons or a pair of socks or some Pudsey ears if
you don't have something already in your
wardrobe!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The deadline for returning your
child’s menu choice is Friday 22nd
November at the latest.

All we ask for is a donation to charity. Collection
buckets will be in the playground area on Friday
morning. During the day, each class will also be
taking part in the 'Big Morning Move with Joe
Wicks' we felt this fitted in well with our school
Zumba sessions!

HAIR STYLE REMINDER

I would like to remind parents and children that
tramlines, patterns and sculpting is not allowed.
Please refer to the uniform guidance on the school
website

used to playing on a full size court, but they
adapted well.
Well done to everyone and a special thank you to
Charlotte Maskell for her dedication and support
in coaching our team. We look forward to a
rematch with them in December.

https://www.purleyprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?tit
le=Uniform+Information&pid=34
TOPIC OVERVIEWS
This term’s Topic Overview for each class has
been sent out via Parentmail.
If you would like a hard copy version, please speak
to Mrs Ham.
DATA COLLECTION SHEET
Data collections forms were sent home this week
via your child’s bookbag. Could you please check
that all the details are correct. If you need to make
any changes, simply write on the form with the
new details. Once you’ve checked the form, please
sign it and return it to school, even if there are no
changes. Thank you.
CHRISTMAS CARD PROJECT
The children have been busy designing
personalised Christmas cards. The
sample card will be sent home in the
next couple of weeks. You will then be
able to order packs ready for Christmas.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
The proofs are in your child’s bookbag. If you’d
like to order some photos, please return your
order form and payment in the envelope provided
by Friday 15th November at the latest.
NETBALL

A team of year 6 children went to Long Lane on
Tuesday for a friendly netball match. Everyone
played extremely well and it was noticeable how
much they have improved over the last year. It is
always challenging for our players as they are not

THEATRE TRIP REMINDER
Badger, Owl and Woodpecker children are going
to the Watermill Theatre to watch The Prince and
the Pauper on Tuesday 26th November. The
children will leave school after lunch and travel by
coach to the Watermill Theatre in Newbury. We
expect the children to be back between 5.15
pm/5.30 pm depending on traffic. If they are any
delays, we will inform you by text message.
Nutkin Club will be on as usual until 6.00 pm.

HEDGEHOG CLASS
We have had a sparkling and dazzling
week as we explored different ways
of representing fireworks. We used a
range of ICT, glitter, paints, pencils,
pipe cleaners and feathers to recreate the spiral
and star shapes they make as they zoom into the
sky. We also selected a variety of instruments to
make the crackle, fizz, bang and whoosh that we
heard at the fireworks display. We played the
instruments along with Handel’s Royal Fireworks
music and used our voices to make the oooh and
aaah of the crowds. Mrs Burton
BADGER CLASS
Badger class have come back to
school full of enthusiasm for their
new topic, "Shall we have a party?"
As part of our History we explored

why we have fireworks and bonfire parties.
Looking at pictures and paintings, we worked as
History detectives and looked out for clues that
told us about the life and events of Guy Fawkes.
Through our art work, we showed how people
from the Tudor times dressed. We had our own
class party where we iced and decorated biscuits
for each other and investigated blowing bubbles.
We wanted to answer the question, "Can you blow
different shaped bubbles by using different
shaped blowers?" The results were surprising to
the children! After watching a short animation
called "Bubbles", we then wrote descriptive
narratives of the girls’ adventure using time words
to move the story on.
In Maths, Y1 have been sorting objects using Venn
diagrams and simple Carrol diagrams. Y2 have
been exploring 2D shapes, looking at lines of
symmetry and right angles. They have also sorted
the shapes using Venn diagrams and Carrol
diagrams.

about Armistice Day and why we wear poppies
and who was and still is affected by the wars.
In Maths, the Spheres are working on compact
method column addition and the Cubes have been
looking at days of the week and months of the
year. I was amazed at how many children didn't
know when their birthday was! The concept of
days, weeks and months is a life skill. Please can
you use this vocabulary together with “yesterday”
and “today” regularly with your child.
Next week we will be investigating favourite
biscuits, with a few nibbles along the way and
presenting and analysing our findings on graphs.

Mrs Pickering

This term, our library day will be back to
Wednesday. Remember the children can keep the
books for the week.
Can you please encourage your child to only
attach one key ring to their book bags as they are
now becoming quite bulky. Many thanks

Mrs Lyn-Jones

WOODPECKER CLASS

OWL CLASS
Mud, mud and more mud; that was
the common theme in Owl Class this
week. On Monday morning we
headed to the river to litter pick the firework field.
However, the team had done such an excellent job
on Sunday evening, despite the weather that
there was hardly any waste to be found!
On our way back to school, the children collected
natural objects that they could use to build a boat.
This was put to good use on Tuesday morning
when they were set the task of designing and
building a boat that could transport barrels of
gunpowder down the Thames made completely of
natural materials. Before the task the children
watched a short documentary about Guy Fawkes
and learnt that it was not Guy Fawkes who led the
plotters. Ask your child if they can remember who
it was. It was back to the river and the mud on
Wednesday morning to put our boats to the test.
Amazingly all of the boats stayed afloat,
unfortunately most lost their gunpowder supplies.
Upon reflection the children agreed that they
should have found a way to secure the barrels
onto the boat. At the end of the week, we thought

Woodpecker Class have returned
from half term on fine form. We
have started our new book, “There's
a Boy in the Girls' Bathroom” and the
children are enjoying getting to
know Bradley Chalkers and Jeff Fishkin. In
English, they "became" Jeff and wrote a letter to
a friend in Washington, telling them about Jeff's
new school, new teacher and Bradley.
In Maths, Year 6 have been learning how to order,
add and subtract negative number, have been
working on methods for subtraction. In Science
we have revised the systems of the body and in
particular how all the nutrients found in food are
broken down in the digestive system. We have
also welcomed Mrs Voisey, to stand in for Mrs
Archer while she has been unwell.
What the teachers have learned this week: Milo
made sushi over half term, while Kira went trick
or treating for the first time.

Mrs Archer and Mrs Jones

STARS OF THE WEEK

Hedgehog Class
Star of the week: Darcie for making number
sentences with the magnetic numbers to show
one more
Friendship Star: Wilf, for sharing the frogs with
a friend as they sang Little Speckled Frogs at the
water tray
Paragon: Caleb
Badger Class
Star of the week: Lilly-May for putting so much
detail in her writing
Friendship Star: Esme for being positive about
everyone in her class
Paragon: Jax
Woodland Star: Diyor for helping his friend
make a den
Owl Class
Stars of the week: Elsie superb collaboration
work with lots of reflection during the boat
building project
Friendship Star: Belle for being supportive to
her partner during collaborative learning.
Paragon: Julia
Woodpecker Class
Star of the week: Louie for amazing art work.
Friendship Star: Brayden, for being kind and
caring to younger children
Paragon: Iona
Delightful Diners: Zara, Margaux, Harry B,
Mason, Alfie PH, Ben R, Alice, Iona

DIARY DATES
13/11/19
26/11/19
12/12/19
13/12/19
17/12/19
19/12/19
20/12/19
20/12/19
21/12/19
03/01/20
06/01/20

Phonics Information Meeting (FS2,
Year 1 parents),
KS1/KS2 Theatre Visit, Watermill pm
KS1 Nativity, 9.45 (adult with
younger siblings)
KS1 Nativity, 9.45 (adults only)
ISS Christmas Lunch & Christmas
Jumper Day
FOPS Christmas UV Party
Carol Service at St Mary’s – children
only
End of Autumn Term 2, 1.15 pm
CHRISTIMAS BREAK
Start of Spring Term 1

14/02/20
17/02/20
21/02/20
24/02/20

End of Spring Term 1

03/04/20
06/04/20
20/04/20
21/04/20

End of Spring Term 2, 1.15 pm

22/05/20
26/05/20
29/05/20
01/06/20

End of Summer 1

17/07/20

End of Academic Year, 1.15 pm

HALF TERM
Start of Spring Term 2
EASTER BREAK
Start of Summer 1
HALF TERM
Start of Summer 2

As always, please remember our doors are
open, should you wish to discuss any
concerns, ask questions or celebrate
successes regarding your children. You can
contact me by phone on 0118 9842384 or
email: headteacher@purley.w-berks.sch.uk
Karen Fakes (Headteacher),

Learn to Love, love to Learn

Reminders
 Return data collection form as soon as possible to the office
 Photo order forms to be returned by by 15th November.
 Year 5/6 SATS Revision books ordering: deadline to select your books is Monday 11th
November. Please see Parentmail for details
 Phonics Information Evening for Foundation Stage 2 and Year 1 parents: Wednesday 13th
November at 6.30 pm in Owl Class

Please do check Parentmail regularly. If you have any problems with access, please speak to
Mrs Ham.

Community Page
Dear Resident,

WELCOME TO THE PRSC NEWSLETTER,
No. 1 October 2019
WHAT IS PRSC? It is Purley Residents Support Committee (PRSC) which is a group of volunteer residents who have joined
together to contribute towards building a resilient community in Purley on Thames.
WHAT HAS PRSC ACHIEVED SO FAR?
 PRSC runs the PRSC Facebook Group for residents of our Purley Community. Use it to keep in touch with what is local
in Purley
 ‘Community Conversation’ held on Monday 21st January 2019 – PRSC ran a community conversation in January
2019 to hear the concerns of residents and incorporate these concerns into PRSC plans. As a result, the following actions
have been taken:
 ‘What’s On Fair’ on 4th April 2019 – (pictured)
PRSC volunteers organised and ran an event that was requested in the Village Plan feedback by
some residents.
 Litter Picking – PRSC is working with volunteers to keep our village litter free.
 Berkshire Youth. PRSC is working with Berkshire Youth to help address some of the anti-social
behaviour issues in the riverside meadows and play area in the warm weather. Berkshire Youth
have visited the meadows/play area in Purley on Thames to talk to young people. The purpose is to improve the
relationship with residents and increase understanding about the impact on local people.
 ‘Scoop the Poop’ a campaign to tackle the amount of dog-litter left on our footpaths. This campaign has involved PRSC
and Purley CofE Primary School as the pupils have been very vocal in their criticism of dog-litter on Purley paths.
 Recreational Rangers project – to develop the theme developed in the children’s section of the Village
Plan. PRSC are now hoping to sign up residents who are committed to caring for Purley’s recreational
spaces. There are badges and a certificate for those who want to be part of the project!
 Building a positive relationship with the Neighbourhood Police Team which is resulting, a long with
the support of the Parish Council, in more Police visibility and engagement in the community.
WHAT IS PRSC PLANNING NEXT?
 A Confidential ‘Comments Box’ for residents which is now in place in the Colyton Way shop for a three-month trial
period. This facility can be used by residents who may not have email or have concerns about raising an issue affecting
them.
 Scarecrow Trail, July 2020 – Be part of the fun and enter a scarecrow into the village Scarecrow Trail and raise funds
for local projects. Enter as a group, with neighbours or as a household. More details will be distributed in the New Year.
 Fancy Dress Dingy Race, September 2020 – Some watery fun for residents and clubs to take part in! Look out for
details in the New Year. Funds raised will pay for the event and support local projects.
 A quarterly PRSC Newsletter update on our Facebook Page (Search Purley Residents Support Committee on FB) via
email (with the option of hardcopy for those who don’t have computer access).
CAN I GET INVOLVED?
Yes, please! PRSC would love to hear from you if you have just an hour a week!
Or if you…
Like the idea of one of our projects or would like to suggest a project.
Would like to run something yourself but need some support to get started.
Have community issues ANYWHERE in Purley on Thames which need to be addressed
(You might already have ideas how to make it happen?)
Want to help bring people together and make our village an even better place to live in.
Contact PRSC:
Email Christine, Dan, Judie, Stuart, Dawn, Suze, Marion, Adrian, Isobel, Rod and Jim at prscpurley@aol.com
If you don’t have email, write a note via the comments box (as above) or address a note to PRSC via the Parish Office at
Goosecroft.

The monthly Farmers’ and Craft Markets will be held in the Barn at
Goosecroft from 8.00am to noon on Saturday 9th November.
Run in conjunction with Purley Parish Council, this market is in the big
barn next to the Goosecroft recreation ground in Beech Road.
Refreshments are provided by the WI, and there’s a craft market
featuring Purley Lacemakers, local artists, a blacksmith and handmade
jewellery.
For more information see visit the TVFM’s web site,
www.tvfm.org.uk/purley-on-thames/
2nd Saturday of the month
08:30 – 12:00
info@tvfm.org.uk

