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Learn to love, love to learn

18th October 2019
Did you see on the news recently, an article on pollution on the school run?
Families from Sheffield took part in a test to see who breathes in more pollution
on the school run - children who walk, bike or go by car.
The experiment saw three families take air quality monitors with them to school
to measure levels of PM2.5, small particles of air pollution that are about 30 times thinner than a
human hair.
The results were surprising, the children travelling in the cars were the worst affected and biking was
the best. Something to consider? https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-south-yorkshire49960950/how-do-you-breathe-less-pollution-on-school-run
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REMEMBER, REMEMBER, SUNDAY 3RD
NOVEMBER
The Thameside Fireworks Fiesta will be going off
with a bang again this year! It promises to be
another fantastic not-to-be-missed event for all
the family with tasty hot food outlets, music, a
licensed bar and glow novelties. Gates will open
at 5.30 pm, with the Fireworks kicking off at 7.00
pm.
There will be additional bus service to and from
the event on Reading Busses number 16.
17:22 from Reading to Purley
19:57 from Purley
Once again proceeds are in aid of the school.
Tickets are on sale NOW! They are available from
the school office, the shop on Colyton Way, Barn
Owls day nursery and of course online:
Please have a look at the fantastic new website
that
Emma
has
kindly
created:
www.thamesidefireworkfiesta.co.uk

Buy in advance for big discounts!
Advance prices – Family ticket (2 adults and up
to 4 children) - £15, Adult - £6, child - £3.00.
If you decide to buy at the gate, tickets are £25
for a Family ticket, Adult - £9, Child - £4.50
There will also be a stand in the playground on
Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th October
with tickets for sale.
Help needed! It’s a big event and we need
volunteers to help set up, run stalls and clear
away. We still really need volunteers to help run
the food stall and bar, so please do let us
know if you are able to help on the day!
We look forward to seeing you there!
SCHOOL FUNDRAISING GRANTS
We are also looking for volunteers who could
spare some time to help apply for fundraising
grants on behalf of the school. This is a great
way for us to raise much needed funds to benefit
the children. If you are interested or would like
more information, please speak to one of the
FOPS committee or come along to our next
meeting.

COMMITTEE MEETING
The next FOPS Committee meeting will be held
on Wednesday 6th November at 7.30pm. If you
were unable to attend the AGM, but would like to
attend the committee meeting, you will be very
welcome to come along. Please let us know if
you have any fundraising ideas or contributions
to planned events.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
In this week’s Collective Worship
we continued looking in the Bible
at Jesus’ teaching about the
Beatitudes. We were reminded
that they are what our ATTITUDES should BE
rather than the opposite, ME ATTITUDES. To
help us understand what it means to "be
merciful" we looked at the story of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10). Being merciful means
doing the kind thing, even when we could be
mean instead. Even when everyone would expect
us to be mean or unforgiving, we show mercy.
This is what mercy is. It is how God is towards
us. Rev Archer
YEAR 1 WOODLAND SCHOOL
As there had been a lot of rainfall, we
began our session searching for the
driest part of the woodland. Samuel
put up a shelter in case everyone
needed to shelter from the rain. He decided to
tie it to four trees and there was space for
everyone.
The ball run drew a lot of interest today and a
whole group of children took turns, collecting
balls and running to place them at the top again;
Poppy and Zara joined in enthusiastically. Jacob
and Harry C investigated the bark on the trees
and noticed that underneath it was red in places.
Casey and Rafa were busy looking for bugs and
found many slugs. They knew that slugs like the
rain and damp leaves. Margaux found a place
where there were some strange slugs-like
creatures living on the bark of the fallen log.
Harry V, Rafa and Samuel also were on a bug
hunt and noticed that they could only find slugs,
snails and worms. Freya, Phoebe Tov, Cora and
Phoebe Tig tried to do some bark rubbing,
noticing how rough and bumpy the trees were,
but their paper got a bit soggy.
Many of the children noticed that there were
many different types of mushroom growing on
the woodland floor and Samuel thought that they

must like growing in the damp, rotten leaves.

Mrs Hodsdon

END OF AUTUMN TERM 1
The children will finish at 3.00 on Thursday 24th
October.
GOVERNOR NEWS – OCTOBER 2019
In just a few days it will be half term and what a
busy term we’ve had. As everyone at school
embraced the changes each new academic year
brings, your governing body has embraced
change too. At our first meeting, we thanked
- Mrs Jones for her service as Clerk to Governors
and wished her every success as she works
toward her QTS
- Mrs Hester for her passion and commitment as
she completed her term of office as Chair of
Governors,
- Mr Pritchard-Hawkes for his contribution as
Parent Governor.
We also welcomed back Mr Bell as Parent
Governor. We still have a vacancy for Parent
Governor and will be seeking nominations shortly
after half term – please consider whether you
would like to join us!
At our most recent meeting, we reviewed the
school’s
financial
position
engaging
in
appropriate challenge and scrutiny of the school
leadership which is crucial to achieve the best
outcomes for all, in the current funding crisis,
and we took time to review how we operate as a
governing board. Recognising the need for a
work-life balance for Mrs Fakes, her team and
ourselves as governors, we agreed to move to a
reduced, more targeted schedule of monthly
meetings. With a new Chair, clerk and
streamlined meeting structure, it’s an exciting
time to be a governor at Purley CofE Primary.
To find out more about the governing board,
check out the school website. If you have a
question or any feedback, please do contact us
via clerk@purley.w-berks.sch.uk, we’d love to
hear from you. Pam Slingsby, Chair of Governors
WEAR IT PINK 2019
Did you notice the staff all wearing pink today?
This was done to fundraise for Breast Cancer
Now, a charity involved in life-saving research, as
well as offering care and support people affected
by breast cancer.

ONLINE SAFETY UPDATE
Fortnite: Chapter 2 has finally landed! With a
whole host of new in-game features including a
brand-new map, more water-based activities,
upgraded character skins and a more streamlined
arsenal of weapons, this Fortnite is promising to
be the best yet. Almost all of the changes are
cosmetic which means the concept of the game
remains the same, with players still aiming to be
the last man standing. Players will no doubt find
the game much more enjoyable with so much
more to explore. For parents and carers
however, it pays to remain vigilant. A parent
guide is at the end of this newsletter.

Various sizes of Nappies – especially size 6 at the
moment
Tinned vegetables - Small Bags of Rice -Tinned
Ready Meals – Tinned Chopped Tomatoes –
Tinned Soup – Tinned Meat – Tinned Potatoes –
Biscuits – Small Bags of Pasta – Tinned Fish –
Pasta Sauces – Tinned Fruit – Coffee – Tea Bags
– Tinned Puddings – Tinned Pies

No Sugar thank you. No Sanitary Products.
Please ensure all food items are within “use by
date” – thank you
HARVEST FESTIVAL

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
Well done to all of those pupils who took part
and to all families who helped their children to
participate.
Research does show that over the long summer
holidays children's reading fluency can dip and
consequently impact on their progress and
attainment in the autumn term. What a better
way to prevent this from happening, whilst at the
same time supporting children to read wildly and
for pleasure!
The reading challenge was again a house
competition, so congratulations this year goes to
Airy Herons for coming FIRST and winning 50
house points for their house!!
Watery Otters and Fiery Foxes came in joint
second place so both win 40 house points.
Earthy Bears came in fourth place winning 20
house points
Thank you for taking part:
Zayneb,
Freya, Ella B, Caleb, Phoebe Tig,
Samuel Mi, Arthur, Mason, Poppy, Annabelle,
Phoebe Tov, Samuel Ma, Jessica HL, Cora, Tiana,
Maegan, Ciara, Harry B, Frankie, Margaux and
Lewis.

For Harvest, the school will be collecting food on
behalf of Reading Food Bank. They provide food
parcels for those in need. There will be a
collection box in the playground w/c 21st
October.
Their current needs are:

As mentioned in the diary dates, our
Harvest Festival will take place on
Thursday 24th October October at
9.30 at St Mary’s Church. The
children will need to come in to school as per
usual and will walk to the church accompanied
by members of staff. Parents are invited to come
along and attend this service. The children will
be in the main part of the church with parents at
the side.
PARENTS EVENING
Thank you
promptly.

for

making

your

bookings

so

We will not offer childcare facility for these two
events but children are welcome to come and
wait in the school quietly. They are still the
parents’ responsibility.
NUT ALLERGY
We have a new student teacher in school and a
child in Year 6 with a nut allergy. We would be
grateful if you could be mindful when preparing
your children’s packed lunch and avoid nut
products. We will be reinforcing the message to
the children about good hand hygiene and the
importance of not sharing their food to minimise
any risks.
HOUSE CAPTAINS ELECTIONS
Each house voted for their house captains
following on from their speeches. We are pleased
to announce our new house captains for this
academic year:






Kira: Fiery Fox
Tiana: Airy Heron
Oscar: Watery Otter
Alice: Earthy Bear

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE

Our new school website is now live! We hope
that you’ll find it informative. Please let Mrs Ham
know if they are any additional information you
think could be useful.
www.purleyprimaryschool.co.uk
HEDGEHOG CLASS
We began our week by sharing the
story of The Little Red Hen. The
children made sure they all took
turns in making and eating the
hedgehog bread rolls, not like the lazy animals in
the story. We spent a fabulous day at Englefield
market garden and Rushall Farm on our Ella’s
Kitchen trip. The children learned about the
unusual fruit trees growing there, and even
found out that a medlar fruit is sometimes known
as a dog’s bottom! They planted broad beans
and even had time to feed windfall apples to
Camilla the pig, after a very bumpy trailer ride.

Mrs Burton

BADGER CLASS
Badger class have been thinking
about poetry this week. Using a
pirate video clip for inspiration we
wrote descriptive phrases to build up
our poems. We explored alliteration and thought
about rhyme and rhythm. We enjoyed sharing
our poems with each other and edited them on
the computers. We learnt how to add a border to
our poems and how to save and print our own
work. In maths Y1 have been investigating 2d
shapes and Y2 have been looking at using known
number bonds to solve addition and subtraction.
They are beginning to understand the
relationship between addition and subtraction.

Mrs Lyn-Jones

OWL CLASS
It has been a 'hoot' as we start to
draw in a closure of our amazing
topic about Owls. Dr Researcher
must be feeling totally exhausted; the children
have found out so much about owls.

We are now in the throes of completing an owl
fact sheet and compiling some information books
both about and shaped as owls.
In Maths, the Cubes are looking at the 4 times
table and how the 2 times table can support us
with it! Ask your child if they can explain how?
Knowing this, we thought about which times
table could help us with our 6 times table. The
Spheres have been calculating intervals of time,
using TV guides and transport timetables to bring
it into a real life context.
During music, the children have enjoyed putting
words to rhythm and have started singing "Don't
Worry Be Happy'. Reflecting on the words of the
chorus we have thought about our own worries
and how we can deal with them.
Pins, needles and tangled cotton were the
dynamics of our DT sewing day on Wednesday.
The children had an amazing day and created
some beautifully hand sewn owls. This was only
so successful, due to the extra adult support we
had on the day, especially with the threading of
needles. I would like to express my sincere
thanks to the parents who joined us for the
morning with a special thank you to the 2
grandparents who stayed with us for the whole
day. We really couldn't have been so successful
without you!
Please keep up with all the reading, spelling and
timestables practise, it really is helping your
children.
Just to forewarn you, you may like to brush up
on your baking skills for next terms project! 😉

Mrs Pickering

WOODPECKER CLASS
The
Woodpecker
children's
extreme earth volcano stories are
progressing wonderfully. Having
set the scene and introduced their
characters last week, this week the
children have focused on using dialogue to
advance the action and build up tension. They
made a start on this by videoing themselves
acting out some of the dialogue, thinking of what
the characters would say and do next, and then
practising how to punctuate simple and more
complex direct speech.
In Maths, year 6 have been consolidating
strategies for subtracting both mentally and

using written methods, while year 5 have been
working on time and timetables.
Earth became even more extreme in Science,
when a catastrophic event caused the tropical
rainforest to chill off to arctic temperatures. The
children had to think about how the indigenous
species might adapt to the new climate by
considering all the characteristics that might help
them to survive in their new environment.
RE this term has focused on Hinduism and
spirituality and the children designed and
coloured mandalas whilst reflecting on their own
spirituality.

Friendship Star: Louis H for being an awesome
friend
Paragon: Elliott
Delightful diners: Amelia-Mae, Annabelle,
Belle, Layla, Percy, Jaiden, Milo, Sergio

DIARY DATES
23/10/19

Parents Evening: 6.00-8.00

24/10/19

Parents Evening: 3.30-6.00

24/10/19
24/10/19

What your teachers learned this week: all about
animals! Hiba has a tabby cat called Tishka and
Iona has a dog called Pedro. Jamie feels his spirit
animal is a sloth but sadly, Pets at Home are
right out of sloths. Jess and Oscar have a
menagerie between them: two cats, two ducks
and two bearded dragons but not a partridge in
a pear tree! Mrs Archer and Mrs Jones

STARS OF THE WEEK

25/10/19
01/11/19
03/11/19

HALF TERM

04/11/19

Start of Autumn Term 2

07/11/19

Individual School Photos

26/11/19

KS1/KS2 Theatre Visit, Watermill pm

12/12/19

KS1 Nativity, 9.45

13/12/19

KS1 Nativity, 9.45

17/12/19

ISS Christmas Lunch

19/12/19

FOPS Christmas Party

20/12/19

Hedgehog Class
Star of the week: Namgeet for her skill in
kneading the bread dough
Friendship Star: Jake for taking care of a friend
who was feeling sad
Paragon: Scarlett
Badger Class
Star of the week: Freya for trying hard to use
alliteration in her poetry
Friendship Star: Phoebe Tig for caring about
others
Paragon: Cora
Woodland Star: Samuel for showing love,
making a shelter to share with everyone
Owl Class
Stars of the week: Harry B for taking on a
challenge and showing resilience to keep trying
to successfully create a 3D beak for his stitched
owl.
Friendship Star: Lukas for supporting his
friends with their learning
Paragon: Harry B
Woodpecker Class
Star of the week: Alfie for his outstanding
resilience this week and stretching his learning.

Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church,
9.30 – parents invited
End of Autumn Term 1, 3.00 pm

20/12/19
21/12/19
03/01/20
06/01/20

Firework Fiesta

Carol Service at St Mary’s – children
only
End of Autumn Term 2, 1.15 pm
CHRISTIMAS BREAK
Start of Spring Term 1

14/02/20
17/02/20
21/02/20
24/02/20

End of Spring Term 1

03/04/20
06/04/20
20/04/20
21/04/20

End of Spring Term 2, 1.15 pm

22/05/20
26/05/20
29/05/20
01/06/20

End of Summer 1

17/07/20

End of Academic Year, 1.15 pm

HALF TERM
Start of Spring Term 2
EASTER BREAK
Start of Summer 1
HALF TERM
Start of Summer 2

Reminders

 No swimming or Woodland School on Monday for
Badger children
 Collection for ReadiFood starting on Monday. Box
will be in the back playground
 Parents invited to Harvest Festival at St Mary’s
from 9.30 am on Thursday 24th October
 End of term is Thursday 24th October at 3.00
pm. Nutkin Club will run as normal until 6.00 pm

Community Page

