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Are you still suffering the effects of the hour change? I am! I think my
body is getting ready for hibernation and is very sleepy.
Sleep allows our bodies to repair and rejuvenate through repairing
tissue, releasing growth hormones and maintaining a strong immune
system (sleep-deprived children, for example, are much more prone to
common colds and flu).
Sleep contributes significantly to improved grades in school; our brains process and helps to remember
the important things. Another benefit to sleeping well is weight management. Not getting enough sleep
can lead to temper tantrums, concentration and behavioural problems, and much more.
Sleep requirements differ from individual to individual. Between the ages of 5 and 11, your child will
need 10-12 hours of sleep a night.
Do you have problems getting your child to sleep? If your child has special needs we can refer them
for support. Alternatively here are some tips that can help everyone.
1. Watch the sugar /caffeine
A can of coke or a sugary snack before bed can hinder any or all of the good work you’ve done
in getting your child to bed.
2. Limit technology/stimuli before bed
Whether your children are chatting with friends, playing games or watching their favourite
show, modern technology is making it harder for us all to sleep. Turn off all technology an hour
or so before their bedtime. Instead, they could listen to an audiobook or relaxing music, take a
warm bath, do some relaxation exercises or a play a quiet game like a puzzle.
3. Keep a regular routine
Regular sleep times help maintain our body clock.
Hopefully, these tips will help your children sleep like a log and wake up fresh as a daisy each and
every day

FOPS

A massive thank you from the Thameside
Fireworks Fiesta Team!
We hope you enjoyed the spectacular annual
fireworks display on Sunday evening? For such
a small school we were once again able to run
a very successful and well-attended event. A
lot of hard work went into organising and
running it and we would like to thank everyone
who worked tirelessly to make it happen. It is
impossible to name everyone but huge thanks

to all those who helped which included many
members of the local community, whether it
was selling tickets, marshalling, ferrying
equipment around, shopping, serving food and
drink or setting up and clearing away. We
couldn’t have done it without you.
We are still finalising the figures but we
estimate that, with your help, we were able to
raise just over £8,000, which is just simply
amazing! As ever the proceeds will be used to
benefit the children of our school, so thank you
all so much.

Santa Run
The Reading Santa Run, organised
by the Rotary Club, is taking place
on Sunday 9th December in
Reading (starting at Forbury
Gardens). At 9am there is a 1km
Mini Santa Run (£7.00) and the
5km Santa Run starts at 9.30am (£14.00). The
entry fee includes a medal and Santa costume!
When booking please select group - Purley
Primary School

make objects such as unicorns. We enjoyed our
snack and hot chocolate before finishing with a
game of find the tree. We could all identify a
holly and yew tree before it was time to
leave. Mrs Hodsdon

www.readingsantarun.co.uk
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
In collective worship this week, the children
explored another of Jesus parables. We found
out that parables are stories with hidden
meanings, and the parable of the unforgiving
servant is a story of a man who owed lots of
money to king, who in turn forgave him and
cancelled his debt, but when a fellow servant
owed him money, he was unforgiving.
We talked about some of things we do,
accidently dropping glasses on the floor, trying to
stay up late, but their parents forgave them, and
this made them happy and relieved. Forgiving
others was not so easy, but standing up for
friends who were being hurt by others, just as
the servant was by his fellow servant much
easier. The children were challenged where
possible to forgive one and another as God had
forgiven us all. Mrs Henson
YEAR 1 WOODLAND SCHOOL
The woods were looking beautiful
this morning and we noticed how
the leaves are changing colour
from green to brown. We discussed
why the leaves change colour and
die. Arlo said that if the trees
have leaves in the winter the snow would be too
heavy and snap the branches. Arthur said the
wintry winds might damage the trees more if
they have lots of leaves. Great reasoning! After
warming up with a game of hide and seek we
were given a variety of activities to choose from.
Most children decided to visit the den making
area to work as a team to make a den. The
trowels were used to dig and scrape the soil to
find roots and rocks. A group played an
imaginary game where they could change into
different animals and even be invisible. Some
children used crayons to make a colourful bark
rubbing and others used sticks and string to

SUNDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
The Armistice activities have been publicised for
a few weeks now. I was very sorry to miss the
exhibition in the Barn that the children
contributed to. I hear it was a wonderful display.
This Sunday however, the school choir will be
singing at the service at the Memorial Hall, Glebe
Road. The choir need to be in smart school
uniform and arrive between 10 and 10:10 in
order to get sorted and seated. Everyone
however, is invited to the service. It should be
very moving especially in this centenary year.
HEDGEHOG
PLAY

AND

BADGER

NATIVITY

The first performance will be
on Thursday 13th December at
9.45 am in the school hall.
You may bring younger
siblings to this show. The
second performance will be on
Friday 14th December at 9.45
in the hall once again. This
performance is for adults only.
ODD SOCK DAY/CHILDREN IN NEED
We will be having an anti-bullying week
(12th November to 16th November). On Monday
12th, children are encouraged to wear odd
socks. Boys can wear grey or black shorts if
they wish to show off their socks! The message
is that it is OK to be different and it’s an

opportunity for children to express themselves
and celebrate individuality.
On Friday 16th, to celebrate individuality
and Children in Need, there will be a nonschool uniform day.
During the week we will be collecting money in a
sock. Each class will have its own collection sock.
The money raised will be split between The Anti
Bullying Alliance Charity and Children in Need.
DIGITAL TECH EVENING - REMINDER
An evening of exploration around the subject of
teaching with technology at Purley Primary
School. It will take place on Wednesday 14th
November between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm in
Woodpecker Class.
We are able to offer a childcare/creche facility for
pupils and siblings. It will be a standard £3
charge for first child and £1 for any siblings,
payable on the night.
Should you want to book your child(ren), please
fill in the form sent via Parentmail so we can
ensure we have enough staff.
TOPIC OVERVIEW
This term’s Topic Overview for each class has
been sent out via Parentmail.
If you would like a hard copy version, please
speak to Mrs Ham.
ISS – CATERING ASSISTANT VACANCY
Would you like a job that is term time only? ISS
have a vacancy for a Catering Assistant to take
food from Pangbourne Primary School to Purley
Primary School.
For more information regarding hours and pay,
please contact Louise on Tel: 07747 610801.
MISSING JUMPERS
Could you please check your children’s jumpers
over the weekend to make sure that your child
has the right ones at home. We have two
instances of jumpers that have gone missing. All
the missing jumpers are named. Thank you for
your help.

HEDGEHOG CLASS
Our already bright classroom has been
sparkling this week with dazzling,
glittery firework images and colourful
rangoli patterns.
The children explored the sounds of different
instruments as they discovered ones that
resembled the fizz, zoom, bang, pop, and crackle
of the fireworks, and they even tried some
Indian dancing as they found out about the
celebrations for Diwali.
Strong fingers were needed for moulding and
shaping the clay to make diva lamps, which the
children will be painting next week as they
explore colour mixing. Mrs Burton
BADGER CLASS
Badger class have been researchers
this week finding out about the great
Fire of London. We explored what life
was like in Tudor London through
drama and that helped us to understand how the
fire spread so quickly though the city.
Using paintings, we worked as history detectives
and gathered words and phrases to describe the
raging fire. We then wrote descriptive pieces of
writing around a chosen painting. In art we have
started to look at the work of Paul Klee and his
use of colour and shapes. Having found out
about Samuel Pepys we are now trying to
produce a portrait of him in the style of Klee. In
maths Y1 have used tens and units equipment to
make different 2 digit numbers. Y2 have been
ordering numbers up to 100 and using the
greater and smaller sign to compare numbers. In
science we have started to explore materials and
their properties. Mrs Lyn-Jones

OWL CLASS

Remembrance has remained a key
focus in Owl Class. The children
have written some diary entries
from the perspective of people
affected by WW1; including soldiers, mothers,
wives and children.
Using the closing words from the well-known
WW1 poem ‘The Fallen’;

At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
The children have produced some stunning
silhouette pictures depicting powerful images
representing the impact of the war. We have also
made more poppies to create our own display in
the classroom. The children have been incredibly
reflective during our WW1 work and have shown
a mature attitude to the devastating effects war
had and still has on families.
In Maths, the Cubes have been thinking about
rounding and the Spheres have been using
partitioning skills for doubling and halving and
started to investigate fractions.
An explosive afternoon was had on Wednesday
as we launched into our new topic, ‘What’s
‘peaking’ out of the earth? Volcanoes were
crafted from clay and then filled with bicarbonate
of soda, washing up liquid and vinegar coloured
red. Many of them looked incredibly realistic. The
children enjoyed experimenting how to make the
eruptions more explosive by adding more or less
of the given substances. This lead to the children
exploring what a volcano is and why they erupt.
We have now sent home our first topic based
homework. This was explained at the Greet the
Teacher evening and there are instructions inside
the front cover. This is designed for you to work
alongside your child and engage in their learning
experience with them. There is an expectation
for all children to complete the projects. Should
you have any questions please do pop in after
school and have a chat. Mrs Pickering

WOODPECKER CLASS
Learning to model in 3D with
Google sketch-up has given us
skills to start creating our Mayan
temples.
We have considered
ways in which these structures
were the same as Egyptian pyramids and ways in
which they differed. We have also been using
cuboid nets to create tiers for our models and
will eventually create mod-roc structures.
In English, we have been consolidating our
understanding of bullet points: when and how to
use and punctuate them.
The maths focus for year 6 has been fractions:
understanding equivalent fractions, improper
fractions and mixed numbers.
Year 5 mathematicians have been looking at
fractions too. They started off by consolidating
their understanding of how big fractions are: one
ninth of a cake is a smaller piece than one third;
five ninths of a pizza is more than a half. They
went on to explore equivalent fractions and how
fractions can be reduced to their simplest form.
In Science, we have started thinking about
reversible
processes.
On
Monday,
we
investigated how to change the state of
chocolate from solid to liquid and back again. We
will be going on to look at other reversible
processes including mixing and dissolving.

The highlight of the week was our
commemorative tour of the Purley Armistice trail
during which the children spontaneously began
to sing the Remembrance song which Mrs Fakes
has been teaching during Collective Worship.
The empathy demonstrated by these young
people for Purley's heroes was truly touching.

DIARY DATES

12/11/18

Odd Socks Day

14/11/18

Digital Tech Evening, 6.00-7.00 pm

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YEn4IQavyx1Sj4
bVqzTKIWLVPubdhAr2/view?usp=sharing

16/11/18

Non-uniform day

Mrs Archer

13/12/18

Badger/Owl/Woodpecker Theatre Trip
– Robin Hood
Hedgehog/Badger Nativity Play, 9.45

14/12/18

Hedgehog/Badger Nativity Play, 9.45

18/12/18

ISS Christmas Lunch

STARS OF THE WEEK
Hedgehog Class
Star of the week: Margaux for fabulous
firework art
Friendship Star: Phoebe Tovey for being kind
to everyone
Paragon: Esme
Badger Class
Star of the week: Lilly-May for always working
hard
Friendship Star: Amelia-Mae for being caring to
others
Paragon: Harry
Woodland Star: Arthur for tying knots very
skilfully and being a great member of the team
Owl Class
Stars of the week: Amy for fantastic WW1
diary writing
Friendship Star: Jessica for always being
considerate and kind to others
Woodpecker Class
Star of the week: Leo for excellent work
attitude and good progress
Friendship Star: Evie for always
accommodating others in her group
Paragon: Louie
Delightful Diners: Samuel M (Hedgehog),
Rafa, Annabelle, Amelia-Mae, Evie, Evelyn,
Samuel M (Owl), Percy

21/11/18

19/12/18
20/12/18
21/12/1804/01/19
07/01/19

FOPS Christmas Party @ St Mary’s
KS1: 5.00-6:15
KS2: 6:30-7:45
End of Autumn Term 2, 1.15 p.m
Christmas Break
Start of Spring Term 1

15/02/19
18/02/1922/02/19
25/02/19

End of Spring Term 1, 3.00 p.m

05/04/19
08/04/1923/04/19
24/04/19

End of Spring Term 2, 1.15 p.m

23/05/19
24/05/1931/05/19
03/06/19

End of Summer Term 1, 3.00 p.m

24/07/19

End of Academic Year, 1.15 p.m

February Half Term
Start of Spring Term 2
Easter Break
Start of Summer Term 1
May Half Term
Start of Summer Term 2

As always, please remember our doors are open, should you wish
to discuss any concerns, ask questions or celebrate successes
regarding your children. You can contact me by phone on 0118
9842384 or email: headteacher@purley.w-berks.sch.uk

Karen Fakes (Headteacher),
Learn to Love, love to Learn

Reminders for next week:





Odd Sock Day on Monday
Digital Tech evening, Wednesday 6.00 to 7.00 pm
Non-uniform day on Friday
Bring in donations to be collected throughout the week. Money raised will be split between
The Anti Bullying Alliance Charity and Children in Need

Community Page

