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To close or not to close, that is the question.
It is a really difficult decision whether to close the school or not during snowy weather.
The decision is made even more difficult by not living in Purley. On Thursday, the
forecast was so bad that if we had opened I felt that I would have needed to release
many members of staff almost as soon as they arrived, to ensure they got home safely.
Staff from schools that stayed opened struggled to get home.
While working from home, staff have accessed online training on Asthma awareness and
Injector pen use as well as catching up on marking and planning.
After weighing up the risks in consultation with other local headteachers, we decided to extend the
closure, informing you earlier so that you had time to make alternative arrangements... or even a lie in.
There is always a difference of opinion amongst parents and I am well aware of the problems closing
may have on working parents especially. Some parents however love spending the day with their
children in conditions that we don’t often see. If you feel strongly either way, please let me know.
Thank you for your understanding and hopefully Parentmail, Facebook page and school website helped
to keep you informed.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
This week, the children learnt about the prophet
Jerimiah who had been chosen by God to speak
his word to the people and the King who would
not listen. Despite the King refusing to listen, and
Jerimiah being thrown out of the temple, he
refused to give up and sent a friend to read
God’s message to the King but instead of
listening, the King tore up the scroll with the
message on. We spent time thinking about the
times when we don’t listen to others, when
asked to tidy our room, or do our homework,
and lay the table. Although lots of bad things
happened to the king and the people, God still
loved them and had plans for a better future and
he does for us all too because God loves
everyone. Mrs Henson, Foundation Govenor
READING COMPREHENSION
WORKSHOPS - REMINDER
The workshops will take place next Thursday.
KS1 – 6.30 to 7.00 pm
KS2 – 7.00 to 7.30 pm

WORLD BOOK DAY
As we were unable to celebrate World Book Day
yesterday, we have rescheduled it for Tuesday to
coincide with the Book Fair.
Pyjama day for the children (or school uniform if
they don’t want to wear pyjamas). Parents/carers
are also invited to come in to school between
8.50 and 9.30 am to share stories with their child
and their friends.
BOOK FAIR - REMINDER

On Tuesday 6th March, the Usborne Books rep
will be at our school during the day and all
children will get a chance to browse a selection
of books during school time, which can then be
purchased. The children may bring in money
themselves that day to purchase their chosen
book there and then, or alternatively can do so
after school when they are collected. Money to
be sent in a named envelope/purse.

Payments for books can be made by cash and all
major credit and debit cards. As you can
appreciate, the rep won’t have every book with
her on the day, so if your child would like a
certain book that isn’t on display, then it can be
ordered at no extra cost and will be delivered to
our school for them.
The online catalogue can be accessed using the
link below, which has over 2,500 books for your
child
to
choose
from.
http://org.usbornebooksathome.co.uk/nickyb/cat
alogue/catalogue.aspx
HEDGEHOG CLASS
This week the children have been
ordering numbers using a 1-20
number line and a 100 square.
They took part in a number
challenge and hunted for groups of muddled up
numbers on flowers and sequenced them. We
have been sharing lots of dinosaur stories, and
learning lots of information about when and how
they lived on the interactive whiteboard. The
children have also chosen to make up their own
end of day prayers, taking turns to think about
what to say thank you to God for.
Next week we will be learning about fossils and
money and our focus children will be Amelia-Mae
and Arlo. Mrs Burton
BADGER CLASS
Badger class have been focussing on
using adjectives in their writing this
week. We have written character
descriptions of the Gruffalo and have
planned and started to write our own versions of
this well-loved story. We will be turning our
stories into our own little books and shall be
making artistic front covers for them next week.
As part of our PE we have had fun learning to
dance as music box and Jack in the box dancers.
We have started to look at how Jack in the boxes
are made and explored making different springs
and boxes. Next week we will also be making a
Jack in the box. In Maths, Y2 have continued to
explore division and knowing that it is the inverse
of multiplication. Y1 have continued to work with
place value and order numbers up to 50.
Thank you to Ben and Percy for helping to
organise delicious treats for out centenary
celebration. Since the start of the academic year
we have been keeping a day count and on

Tuesday we reached 100 school days. What a lot
we have learnt in that time! Mrs Lyn-Jones
OWL CLASS
It has been another busy week in
Owl class. As part of the Prince
William Award, the children are
planning a low-key community project for the
end of the academic year. We have had some
great ideas so far. In science we have been
exploring the human skeleton and the different
bones it is made up of. The East from the Beast
inspired us to shift our focus in English from a
news report on a newly invented incredible sport
to the wild weather that is currently hitting the
UK. I am so impressed with the work the children
have produced so far. In Maths, the Cubes are
starting to look at the expanded column method
for addition, I have allocated each child with a
short video on Active Learn explaining how this is
done, you may also wish to take a look. The
Spheres are working on fractions.
Our new topic is staring to evolve as we look at
the lifeline of Shakespeare.
In case the message has not reached you, I will
not be setting any topic homework this half term.
Mrs Pickering
WOODPECKER CLASS
Every child in Woodpecker has now
built a pi-top laptop and this week, we
have been writing code in Python to
light LED bulbs. We have also been getting ready
for our iPad 101 workshop on Monday. At
present, we still have lots of spaces and would
really love more people to sign up. If you, or any
friends or relatives have an iPad and would like
to learn more about the camera, and how to
manage and organise photos and videos on your
iPad,
please
do
email
the
office
(office@purley.w-berks.sch.uk) and book a
space. The workshops will take place at 9:15 on
Monday morning.
In our topic work, we have been learning about
life for poor people in Victorian times. We have
learnt about Charles Dickens and have studied a
short excerpt from Oliver Twist: the workhouse
scene.
Maths work has involved data analysis: working
out mean averages, reading and interpreting
data from graphs and understanding what
different types of data are actually telling us.

In English, we have been consolidating our
understanding of different genres and the
different narrative voices used for each. We will
start to write our own short stories next week.
Mrs Archer

STARS OF THE WEEK
Stars will be presented on Monday morning
due to the snow closure.
Hedgehog Class
Star of the week: Lilly-May for her independent
writing
Friendship Star: Amelia-Mae for being kind to
everyone
Paragon: Annabelle (trying hard in phonics)
Badger Class
Star of the week: Macie for trying hard with
her maths targets
Friendship Star: Toby for helping his sister
with her learning at school and at home.
Paragon: Sienna
Owl Class
Stars of the week: Elliott for his amazing
knowledge of skeletal bones.
Friendship Star: Jessica for showing care and
compassion in the classroom and in the
playground.
Paragon: Oscar
Woodpecker Class
Star of the week: Grace Andrews for super
work all week
Friendship Star: Niamh for superb partnering
with anyone in the class.
Paragon: Corey
Delightful diners: Jessica HL, Hiba, Samuel M,
Ben S, Brandon, Arthur, Alice Barber and Caitlin
DIARY DATES

13/03/18

Reading Comprehension Evening
6.30: KS1, 7.00: KS2
Choir performing at the Anvil

18/03/18

Green Park Challenge

21/03/18

Class Photo

29/03/18
30/03/18 16/04/18

End of Spring Term 2, 1.15pm

08/03/18

Easter Break

25/04/18

Purley at the Palladium (Denefield)

11/05/18

FOPS Quiz night

25/05/18
28/05/18 01/06/18
15/06/18

End of Summer Term 1, 3.00pm

22/06/18

Sports Day (Reserve)

20/07/18

End of Academic Year, 1.15pm

04/11/18

Thameside Fireworks Fiesta

Half Term
Sports Day

As always, please remember our doors are open, should
you wish to discuss any concerns, ask questions or
celebrate successes regarding your children. You can
contact me by phone on 0118 9842384 or email:
headteacher@purley.w-berks.sch.uk
Karen Fakes (Headteacher),
Learn to Love, Love to Learn

